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Dear Members      
 
A big thank you to all those who joined 
us last year at our annual reunion lunch, 
and to those who sent in donations. We 
have been able to send a cheque for 
£1000 to Mrs Martin for the school to 
use in the Sports Department, following 
our Sports Theme. This year we are 
meeting on 11th May, with the lunch 
being held in the school dining hall. Our 
archives will be on display, together 
with pictures through the years showing 
the changes to the school uniform - the 
theme for this year. We shall be holding 
a raffle on the day and the funds raised, 
together with any donations you are 
able to send with your membership, will 
be sent to the DMJ sisters to help with 
the costs of uniforms at Coloma Primary 
School, who Coloma sponsor. 
We have again asked Blends Caterers to 
supply our lunch. We will have a cold 
lunch with dessert and, later on, tea and 
cake. Your pre-lunch drinks and wine/
soft drinks at the table will be included 
in the luncheon price, as will your 
membership renewal. We have had to 
increase the lunch price slightly this 
year, but have kept the membership fee 
at £5.00. 
The order for the day detailing timings 
for Lunch, AGM and tours can be found 
on page two of the newsletter.         
Do come and join us and share some of 
your own ‘uniform’ stories. I was at 
Coloma during the mini skirt era of the 
60’s and we were forever rolling up our 
skirts to make them shorter, only to be 
told to unroll them! We had outdoor and 
indoor shoes, straw hats, berets, white 
gloves, summer dresses, long beige 
socks, 100 denier beige tights, with the 
thrill of being allowed to wear black 
tights in Year 5 (now year 11). 
 
We look forward to hearing your news 
and sharing your memories on the 11th 
May. 
 
Maureen McLaughlin (née Kemp) 
 

Blue is the Colour - Coloma is our name 

 Occasionally I catch a bus along Wickham Road heading towards Croydon –     
forgetting that mid-afternoon is “schools out” time. Having run the gauntlet of a 
herd of Shirley High School pupils “fighting” to board the bus, the next stop 
brings the familiar sight of a sea of blue blazers – the Coloma girls are on their 
way home! The experience takes me right back in time to well over forty years 
ago when I would have been one of those girls clambering on to that bus.     
    
It’s good to see that some things have hardly changed with our uniform; the crisp 
royal blue epitomises the heart of the Coloma brand but the accessories and the 
way the  uniform is worn has changed greatly over the years. 
 
My first year at Coloma, starting in September 1964, was the last year in the old 
building in Tavistock Road, and the school hat was a skull cap with a braid in a 
pattern resembling the CND or “ban the bomb” symbol – a coincidental sign of 
the times. Not winning any prizes for practicality, the cap had to be secured with 
at least half a dozen Kirby grips or the wind would catch you by surprise and carry 
it off into a muddy puddle. Either that or the boys from St Mary’s secondary  
modern would undertake the task on behalf of the weather. School hats were 
mandatory. It was a crime to be caught without your hat when outside school and  
it was obligatory to wear gloves too. What would today’s Coloma  pupils say if 
they were told to wear white gloves in the summer?  
 
One thing that hasn’t changed over the years 
is that school uniform is a big investment for 
parents, so you can imagine my mother’s    
dismay when she found out that, only one 
year later, the school uniform was being 
changed to mark the move to new school 
premises in Shirley. School gaberdines 
changed from navy blue to royal blue; light 
blue cardigans and pullovers became royal 
blue pullovers; hats changed from skull caps 
to velour brimmed hats (guess the colour) 
with straw summer downturned boaters, and   
summer dresses turned from insipid seersucker that had to be starched and 
ironed crisply to  something more lightweight and easy to wash and iron, with 
stripes.  A couple of years later, corduroy berets were introduced for the middle 
school and skull caps retained for the sixth form – just how many hats could a  
Coloma girl have during her school lifetime?   We all tried to customize the hats in 

different ways;  we were little fashionistas   
trying to be individual but actually imitating 
each other by turning down the winter brims 
that went up and flattening the summer     
boaters that went down – anything to go 
against the tide of the prescribed style!         
Before I started at Coloma, my mother had 
sensibly bought everything extremely long and             
voluminously large,  ready for me to grow into.  
I was already five foot six so not too sure what 
was expected. We were given just a year’s 
grace to change to the new uniform, so Mum’s  
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The lower VI in 1957 wearing their 
light blue cardigans and pullovers 
Picture supplied by Linda Chawner 
(née Walker) 

 

A formal VI form group with Mother 
(latterly known as Sister) Cuthbert in 
May 1964   
supplied by Joan Robbins (née Tapp)  



 
From the Archives - Did you know? 

1943 – 70 years ago 
The whole school was re-united. Evacuation had split the school, with some girls being evacuated to Llandilo, Wales 
and others to Barnstable, Devon.  Coloma girls supported the war effort enthusiastically; they knitted for the forces and 
had several ‘savings drives’. One of these was for ‘Wings for Victory Week’ and comprised of raffles, socials,                
competitions, a concert and a treasure hunt. The week raised £650 – a large sum of money in 1943.   
 
1953 – 60years ago 
There was a school party of 32 girls (chosen by ballot) to see the Coronation procession of the Queen. The                     
accompanying teachers were Miss Law and Miss Say. The Mayor and Mayoress saw the party off from West Croydon 
Railway Station at 5.30 am.  
 
1973 – 40 years ago 
Trousers were allowed to be worn by 6th formers.  
Sister Mary Cuthbert celebrated 25 years as headmistress of Coloma. She was presented with a Papal Award, ‘Pro     
Ecclesia et  Pontifice’ in recognition of her services to education. 

COGA 2013 Annual Luncheon 
 

Order of the day  
 

Saturday 11th May 
 
11.30am        Mass in Coloma Chapel 
12.15pm        Drinks and Canapes 
1.30pm          Lunch  
3.30pm          AGM 
4.00pm          Tours & Afternoon Tea 
5.30pm          Finish 

grand plan for size expansion was completely wasted. 
 
Amongst the few things that didn’t change were the shoes. Good old Clarks supplied both outdoor and indoor shoes – yes, 
we even had to change our shoes on entering the school building! Perhaps this explains our insatiable appetite for footwear 
– it was a basic education at an early age – girls need lots of shoes! 
Rules were rules and I can still remember that sick feeling when spot checks were instigated. Skirts had to touch the ground 
when you knelt down and girls would resort to unzipping the waist bands and pulling them down to their hips, being     
thankful that their pullovers were long and baggy enough to hide the deceit and praying doubly hard that gravity would not 
take over when they stood up. 
When I tell younger women about Coloma hosiery during the sixties they find it hard to believe. In 1964 only the sixth form 
were allowed to wear nylons (fashion tights weren’t in mainstream use  until a bit later) and the rest of us had to wear fawn 
knee length socks in the winter, and short white ankle socks for summer. In the cold weather we were permitted to wear 
fawn 100 denier tights and stockings – something akin to what you would see Nora Batty wearing and certainly just as     
baggy and saggy, with wrinkles around knees and ankles.   By the time we reached the third form the restriction of wearing 
sheer tights had been lowered to the fourth form, but this was still just not soon enough and the more daring amongst us 
would go to great lengths to wear them under socks so that our white legs would look more attractive . 
The responsibility for spot checks and monitoring regulation uniform was broadened from the nuns ‘control to encompass 
Sixth Form prefects. The school hierarchy in those days was extreme, with a clear distinction between those in charge in 
Upper Sixth and the rest of the school. The team 
of the Head Girl and her officials, all dressed in 
very scary gowns, would patrol the school gates at 
home time to check for unauthorised stockings, 
skirt lengths, mandatory hats and gloves and, 
worst of all, make up. Eating in uniform outside 
school was also forbidden, so you had to hold off 
stuffing your face until you were well out of sight. 
Stomach wrenching feelings of dismay at being  

In 1964 Sixth Form Prefects used to wear sashes to signify their office - 
when Coloma moved to Shirley in 1965 Prefects started to wear gowns 
Picture supplied by Joan Robbins (née Tapp)  

caught would be followed by bad conduct marks,  detentions and letters home 
for committing such disgraceful crimes! 
Oh how attitudes change with age. These memories are still very clear and I 
laugh about them now but I hated my school uniform when I was at school; 
however, now I think  today’s girls look so smart.        
Long live that blue blazer!        
 
By Suzy Stoyel 



White Tights! 

School Magazines  
 

We have a very complete archive of the Coloma School Magazine from its beginning in 
1919 to 1959, and then we have many gaps. The years from 1990 to date are particularly 
sparse. If anyone has an old School Magazine that they would be happy to donate to the 
Old Girls’ Archives we would be very pleased to receive it. We will treasure anything that 
you donate. You can bring your magazine along to the Old Girls Lunch, or send it to the 
Archivist. Mrs Sue Turner, Rosemallow, Millers Lane, Outwood, Surrey, RH1 5PU 

There was a time in the early 80’s 
when white tights were everywhere 
– everywhere but Coloma!  
 
They crept in with New Romantics 
and reached total whiteout with  
Madonna’s classic 1984 outfit, but  
our school the rules were rigid – 
white socks or “American Tan” 
tights for the older girls. So we      
remained resolutely unfashionable 
just long enough for fashion to    
completely reject white tights –   
upon which it was considered the 
perfect time to introduce them to 
the Coloma     uniform! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our now trademark standout white 
legs have gained Coloma girls the 
title of “Smurfs”. Whilst male smurfs 
wear white tights and  little else, the 
more modest Smurfette bears her 
blue legs… now those I do               
remember from compulsory outdoor 
recess and lunch breaks.    
 
 

PAULINE MACBROOM (née Spinks) 
Coloma years 1964-1970 

 

One alumna of Coloma and former member of the COGA committee who is      
marking a major life stage this year is Pauline MacBroom (née Spinks), who          
celebrates her 60th birthday in May 2013.   Pauline is also retiring after 34 years as a 
stamp dealer with Stanley Gibbons, the world’s oldest international stamp         
company. 
Pauline has lived in Croydon since leaving Coloma, but she was actually born in  
Belfast. Her father’s job as an engineer meant the family moved around in her early 
years - first to Manchester, where Pauline attended St John Bosco Primary School 
and became a young May Queen; and then to Croydon, where she joined St Mary’s 
Primary School. 
Pauline was a much-wanted only child and her parents were very proud when she 
passed her eleven- plus to join Coloma.  Her strongest memory of that time was 
that she was so small she had to have her school uniform especially made in order 
to fit her tiny bird-like frame. Her best friend at school was Janet Smith, and they 
spent many happy holidays cycling around Croydon. It was Janet who, many years    
later, persuaded Pauline to join the COGA committee, where she served for more 
than 25 years.    
After leaving Coloma she completed a secretarial course and took a number of     
office jobs until she found her niche at Stanley Gibbons, where she has cultivated a 
worldwide clientele of stamp collectors. Pauline’s clients have become firm friends, 
as well as customers, as she has known them for so long and has learnt all about 
their particular preferences and specialisms.    
Outside of work Pauline is a cat lover and has spent a great deal of time raising 
funds for charities. After Coloma participated in the Women’s Hydro 5k Challenge 
around Hyde Park in aid of CRY, a few years ago, Pauline was inspired to repeat the 
exercise twice more in aid of Macmillan, and single-handedly raised £15,000 for this 
good cause.  Pauline is also an active volunteer and committee member of Croydon 
Animal Samaritans. 
In the last few years Pauline has taken the opportunity to travel, and recent trips 
have included India and Dubai, where she attended the internationally famous   
Dubai World Cup horse racing event. Pauline loves the spectacle and excitement of 
horse racing and attends meetings whenever she can. 
Pauline intends to spend her retirement happily in Croydon with her partner, 
Derek, and cats, Ronnie and Reggie, while she continues with her charity work. 
Well done Pauline!  

 

 

 

 

Pictured left Pauline at 18 when she left Coloma and right Pauline as she is today.  



COGA WLTM female, ideally with 
DTP skills for LTR, SOH essential! 

(Coloma Old Girls Association would 
like to meet female, ideally with desk 

top publishing skills, for long term 
relationship, sense of humour 

essential) 
 

The COGA committee is a merry 
band of about 16 Old Girls who meet 

4 – 5 times a year to organise the 
COGA school fete stalls, the 

newsletter & the annual lunch. In the 
summer & at Christmas we also go 

out just for fun.  
 

If you fancy being more involved with 
the Old Girls (with or without the 
DTP skills) grab any of us at the 

Lunch or Tel - Gill on 020 8407 0311  
 

Come and join us! 

Coloma Uniform 
 

This year our ‘theme’ is uniform. If 
you have any items of your old       
uniform –   remember the summer 

straw boater, the skull cap etc – do bring them along. Photographs of you wearing the uniform 
would be great to look at as well. When I came across my old sports culottes I was amazed that I 
ever used to fit into such small garments! Those were the days.    
Sue Turner – COGA Archivist 

Lost and Found 
 
 

Rosemary Melbye (nee Tipp) studied at Coloma 70 years ago  
and writes…    
  
“I was interested to read about the  140th Anniversary reunion and only 
wished I could have been there. I live in Norway and somehow the days 
fly, so getting to England for a few days is  very difficult. 
 
As you get older you seem to recall schooldays more often. Due to the war 
I changed schools many times as living in South Norwood was not the best 
place to be with the Blitz and later the doodlebugs. 
From 1942 until 1944, I attended Coloma and LOVED it there -  The best 
school of all... 
Should you have any contact with ex pupils from this group I would love to 
hear from them.” 
 
COGA can pass former classmates contact details to Rosemary. Please  
contact Gill on wadsie1@sky.com if you would like to get in touch. 

Updates from Uganda 
 
Last summer Maryhill celebrated its Golden Jubilee. 
Maryhill High School started with only 25 students but now 
educates over 1100 girls.  Pupils come from within Uganda 
and other East African countries, including Rwanda which 
boasts a large community. Maryhill Old Girls have formed 
their own association Maryhill Old Girls Association 
(MOGA). 

 

On February 8th 2010 the 
Daughters of Mary and        
Joseph, Africa Province 
opened Coloma Primary 
School in Uganda. The 
school is a day and     
boarding primary school 
and aims to eventually 
cater for 1,000 children.  

       
 
 

“ I like my green t-shirt for sports”, says Precious who is 10 years old.  
Coloma pupils wash their own uniforms every weekend. 


